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The International Maritime Organisation (IMO)’ s Marine Environment Protection
Committee (MEPC) 70 decided to implement the general 0.5% global sulphur cap on
marine fuel from 1 January 2020, rather than to delay the implementation to the date of 1
January 2025. This sulphur limit of 0.5% m/m (percentage mass of sulphur dioxide gases in
the total mass of the emission), down from 3.50% m/m currently, is prescribed in
regulation 14.1.3 of MARPOL Annex VI. In emission control areas (ECAs) the limit is 0.10%
m/m. The MEPC 70 also agreed to ask its Pollution Prevention and Response (PPR) Sub-
Committee to consider the details of the implementation of the global sulphur cap and
operational and safety concerns. However, although the MEPC 70 decided to introduce
the general 0.5% sulphur cap in 2020 rather than in 2025, there were still voices calling for
a delay of its introduction and some speculated that the MEPC 71 could agree to delay the
introduction date. Among the papers submitted to MEPC 71, two pointed out that there
would be regional differences in the ability of refineries to meet demand for low sulphur
fuels from the marine sector in 2020. Both papers suggested the IMO should take such
data into account and consider transitional measures if data demonstrated significant
difficulty in meeting demand. One document submitted by Brazil and India stated, data
was needed from refineries and bunker suppliers as to how much 0.5% sulphur fuel they
could offer for marine use in 2020 and also that data was needed from ship-owners as to
how many ships would be fitted with scrubbers by 2020.
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